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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as indicated below. 

1 . (Currently amended) A caster wheel assembly for a wheeled de vice 

comprising: 

a housing suitable for connection to a wheeled device; 

a caster mounting assembly configured to mount a caster wheel for rolation; 

a caster bolt connected to the caster mounting assembly and inserted into the 
housing for rotation within the housing; and 

a substantially flat damping insert having major faces oriented substantially 
vertically and applying a biasing force between the caster bolt and the housir g to 
dampen the rotation of the caster bolt with respect to the housing, wherein the 
dampening insert is in contact with the caste r bolt and the housing, 

2. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 including upp sr and 
lower bearings and a cylindrical spacer positioned between the bearings, and wherein 
the biasing force between the caster bolt and the housing consists of applyin g the 
biasing force between the spacer and the housing. 

3 . (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 2 in which the ■ lamping 
insert is one or more discs positioned between the spacer and the housing. 

4. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 in which the lamping 
insert is a circular disc. 

5. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 in which the damping 
insert is comprised of a polymeric material. 
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6. (Currently amended) The cast e r wh ee l ass e mbly of claim 1 Ac ister 
wheel assembly for a wheeled device comprising: 

a housing suitable for connection to a wheeled device: 

a caster mounting assembly configured to mount a caster wheel for rol ation: 

a caster bolt connected to the caster mounting assembly and inserted into the 

housing for rotation within the housing: and 

a substantially flat damping insert having major faces oriented substar tiallv 

vertically and applying a biasing force between the caster bolt and the housing to 
dampen the rotation of the caster bolt with respect to the housing, in which ft e 
damping insert has a first stiffness along a first axis and a second, different si iffiiess 
along a second axis that is perpendicular to the first axis, thereby enabling the damping 
insert to be inserted into the caster wheel assembly in either of two orientations, with 
the first orientation providing a first damping result and the second orientaticn 
providing a different damping result. 

7. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 in which the damping 
insert is rectangular. 

8. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 in which the damping 
insert is readily removable and replaceable. 

9. (Original) The caster wheel assembly of claim 1 in which the cister 
mounting assembly is a caster fork. 

10. (Currently amended) A wheelchair having a frame, at least two drive 
wheels, and at least two caster wheels, each caster wheel being supported by a caster 
wheel assembly comprising: 

a housing suitable for connection to the wheelchair; 
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a caster mounting assembly configured to mount a caster wheel for rotation; 

a caster bolt connected to the caster mounting assembly and inserted ii to the 
housing for rotation within the housing; and 

a substantially flat damping insert having major faces oriented substantially 
vertically and applying a biasing force between the caster bolt and the housin % to 
dampen the rotation of the caster bolt with respect to the housing, wherein thi s 
dampening insert is in contact with the caster bolt and the housing . 

1 1 . (Original) The wheelchair of claim 10 wherein the caster wheel 
assembly includes upper and lower bearings and a cylindrical spacer position sd 
between the bearings, and wherein the biasing force between the caster bolt a (id the 
housing consists of applying the biasing force between the spacer and the hoi sing. 

12. (Original) The wheelchair of claim 10 in which the damping insert is one 
or more discs positioned between the spacer and the housing. 

1 3 . (Original) The wheelchair of claim 1 0 in which the damping in lert is a 
circular disc. 

14. (Original) The wheelchair of claim 10 in which the damping in sert is 
comprised of a polymeric material. 

1 5 . (Currently amended) The whoolohair of claim 10 A wheelchair having a 
frame, at least two drive wheels, and at least two caster wheels, each caster \* heel 
being supported bv a caster wheel assembly comprising: 

a housing suitable for connection to the wheelchair: 

a caster mounting assembly configured to mount a caster wheel for relation: 

4 



PACE 7/10 * RCVD AT 11/4/2004 2:34:39 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ■ DNIS:87203D6 * CSID: * DURATION <mnvss): 03-32 



11/04/04 15:42 FAX 



a caster bolt connected to the caster mounting assembly and inserted ir to the 

housing for rotation within the housing: and 

a substantially flat damping insert having major faces oriented substantially vertically 
and applying a biasing force between the caster bolt and the housing to damp m the 
rotation of the caster bolt with respect to the housing, in which the damping Lisert has 
a first stiffness along a first axis and a second, different stiffness along a second axis 
that is perpendicular to the first axis, thereby enabling the damping insert to be 
inserted into the caster wheel assembly in either of two orientations, with the first 
orientation providing a first damping result and the second orientation providing a 
different damping result. 

1 6. (Original) The wheelchair of claim 1 0 in which the damping m sert is 
rectangular. 

17. (Original) The wheelchair of claim 10 in which the damping insert is 
readily removable and replaceable. 

1 8 . (Original) The wheelchair of claim 1 0 in which the caster mour ting 
assembly is a caster fork. 
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